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I Like You, I like You Not: Dealing with the Problem of the Unlikable Character in Fiction: This panel examines the
different factors that deem a character as likable or unlikable. We are discussing whether or not the likeability of
a character varies according to genre, gender, and point of view, focusing on the questions: Is there a way to 
present the unlikable character effectively? Should we, as writers, strive to make all of our characters likable, or 
is this the definition of mediocrity?

Event Description

 We feel that the topic of the unlikable character is an important one for writers of fiction. As writers, our goal is
to create real, round, and believable characters to populate our fiction. In our efforts to create reality, however,
we realize that not all of our characters are likable. Just as not every human being is likeable, not every character
is likable. This panel discusses a problem all fiction writers encounter, and opposed to just analyzing the 
problem, discusses ways to solve it.

Statement of Merit

I Like You, I  Like You NotEvent Title

Craft of FictionEvent Type

Organizer First Name

Event Organizer:  The Event Organizer agrees to serve as the liaison between AWP and the event participants, and is responsible for 
completing all relevant confirmation forms, responding to requests for information, and maintaining an open line of communication 
between AWP and your eventÕs participants.  Please note, that unless the chairperson is listed as a participant, in addition to his/her 
listing as chairperson, he/she will not be included as a participant on this event. If the Organizer is to participate in the prospective
event, he or she MUST also be listed among the proposed participants, with contact information and a biographical note.

This is SAMPLE only. Your proposal should be modified to represent your own event, it’s
discussion topics, participants, etc.



AUDIO VISUAL NEEDS DVD Player
CD Player
LCD Projector
Overhead Projector

Audio-Visual Requests: If you would like to request that AWP consider providing audio-visual equipment for your event, you must include your 
request with your proposal, by selecting an item from the list below, and providing a statement of need. Due to increasing costs to AWP and its 
members for rental of audio-visual equipment, no  audio-visual requests will be taken after event acceptances are made. AWP reserves the right to
accept or deny audio-visual requests at its discretion for accepted events.  All  requests must be included on your proposal with a statement
of need for your request to be considered. Requests for audio-visual equipment will not be considered after May 1, 2007 for any events. Requests 
included on your proposal will not be considered during the event selection process. Requests will only be considered once an event has been 
accepted.

No AV is needed to faciliate this particular event.

Audio-Visual Statement of Need: In the box below please provide AWP with a statement of your intended purposes for audio-visual equipment, 
and include a short rationale on how such equipement will supplement and/or facilitate your event.

Event Moderator:  All events must have a designated Moderator, who may also be the Organizer of the event. If the Organizer of this event will also 
serve as the Moderator during the event at the conference, please click “Yes, the Moderator is this event’s Organizer” below and include that individual’s
biographical note in the space provided. The Moderator is considered a conference participant, and will be expected to adhere to AWPÕs 
participation guidelines, policies, and limitations. The ModeratorÕs biographical note will be included, and that individual will also be listed in the 
Conference ProgramÕs Participant Index.

Moderator Responsibilities: The event Moderator is responsible for managing the event on-site at the Conference, seeing that the event stays within the
time allotted, that individuals at the event conduct themselves appropriately, and that AWPÕs Event Guidelines are adhered to during the event.  
Individuals moderating a panel should oversee event discussion, question and answer sessions, as well as see to it that discussion time is managed 
appropriately. Individuals moderating a reading should oversee introductions, questions and answer sessions, as well as see to it that individuals read for
the appropriate amount of time. All moderators will be expected to adhere to AWPÕs participation guidelines, policies, and limitations.

Please Note: While the event Moderator is responsible for managing event discussions and readings on-site at the Conference, the event Organizer is 
responsible for all relevant paperwork to be submitted to AWP, requests, changes, and serving as the liaison between AWP and the event participants. 
AWP understands that in many cases the Moderator and Organizer will be the same individual, however individuals, may organize an event, making all 
administrative preparation, and elect not to participate in the event discussion or reading. If the Organizer of this event will also serve as the Moderator 
during the event at the conference, please click ÒYes, the Moderator is the eventÕs OrganizerÓ below and include that individualÕs biographical note 
in the space provided.

Yes, the moderator is the events organizer

If you checked ÒYesÓ above, please include the individuals biographical note in the box below.

If you did not check “Yes” above, please enter the Moderator’s name, biographical note, and all contact information.
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Jane Smith is the author of three books of poetry: Title
(Press); Title (Press); and Title (Press). She won an 
NEA fellowship in poetry in 2005. Hartman directs 
the writing program at X University.

Additional Participant Information

The Moderator (above) is considered the first participant of this event. Please include all required information for your additional proposed participants 
below.

Please note: In order to create a diverse and well-balanced program, presenters may participate in no more than two (2) accepted even ts, only one of 
which may be a reading. If one or your participants is accepted for inclusion in more than two conference events, or more than one reading, he/she may be
removed from one or more event(s) at the discretion of AWP.  If a participant is removed from your event, you will be given the opportunity to replace that 
individual.

You must provide complete contact information for each participant in your proposal in order to be considered for inclusion in AWP's 2008 Conference.

John

Smith

123 John Doe St.

AWP Town

VA

11111

555-555-5555
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John Smith is the author of three books of poetry: 
Title (Press); Title (Press); and Title (Press). She won an
NEA fellowship in poetry in 2005. Hartman directs 
the writing program at X University.

Because the Moderator is also the event's Organizer, only the bio to
the right  needs to be entered here.
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Mandy

Smith

123 John Doe St.

AWP Town

VA

11111

555-555-5555
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Mandy Smith is the author of three books of poetry: 
Title (Press); Title (Press); and Title (Press). She won an
NEA fellowship in poetry in 2005. Hartman directs 
the writing program at X University.
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Kim Smith is the author of three books of poetry: Title
(Press); Title (Press); and Title (Press). She won an 
NEA fellowship in poetry in 2005. Hartman directs 
the writing program at X University.
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Smith

123 John Doe St.
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VA
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J.D. Smith is the author of three books of poetry: Title
(Press); Title (Press); and Title (Press). She won an 
NEA fellowship in poetry in 2005. Hartman directs 
the writing program at X University.
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Debbie

Smith

123 John Doe St.

AWP Town

VA

11111

555-555-5555
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Debbie Smith is the author of three books of poetry: 
Title (Press); Title (Press); and Title (Press). She won an
NEA fellowship in poetry in 2005. Hartman directs 
the writing program at X University.
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